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SOCIAL WORK EDUCATION: MILESTONES

1980: Second Social Work Conference

1968: First Social Work Conference

1983: University Study
Licenciatura ( 5 years / Faculties)
Diplomatura (3 years / Schools)

1930-1950: Spanish Civil War: social needs: 
Catholic Church
First Social Assistance School: Barcelona

2012 Faculty of 
Social work

2 Master’s: 
PhD Studies in Social Work

2006: Bologna process
Bachelor’s: 4yrs / Master’s: 1yr 

1982: Creation of Official Professional 
Association; First Social Services Laws
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Faculty of Social Work: Our
History

1983: School of Social Work (university degree)
• In Spain: 33 universities
• In Madrid: 3 universities: Complutense, UNED and Pontificia de Comillas

1983- 2006: 
• Undergraduate qualifications: Diplomatura (3 years / schools) *
• Postgraduate studies:

– No Master’s: 
– No PhD studies: no doctors in social work (doctors in other

disciplines: sociology, anthropology, psychology)
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2006: Bologna System implementation
• Undergraduate studies: Social Work Degree (Bachelor: 4 years / 240 

Credits)

• Postgraduate studies:
– Master’s:

• 2006: Community Social Work, Management and Evaluation of 
Social Services (60 ECTS)

• 2012: Research Techniques in Social Work (120 ECTs)

– PhD Studies:
• 2008-2009: First PhD studies in social work

• Previously, no doctors in social work

Faculty of Social Work: Our
History
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Current situation

Steps Credits Objectives Time Students 
BACHELOR’S 240 credits General 

competences
4 years 400 (first

year)
2,000 (total)

MASTER’S
60 credits Special

competences
/Professional

1 year 40

PhD (= 300 c.)= Research 3 years 20
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Structure of Bachelor’s Degree (240 
ECTS)

Core (60 ECTS) Compulsory
(144 ECTS)

Elective (36 ECTS)

Module of Core Subjects
(60 ECTS)

Compulsory Module 
(90 ECTS)

Elective Module 1
(72 ECTS)

Practicum or external
practice (42 ECTS)

Elective Module 2 
(48 ECTS)

Degree Thesis (12 ECTS) Elective Module 3 
(36 ECTS)
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CORE (60 
ECTS)

AREAS SUBJECTS

Module 
of Core
Subjects
(60 ECTS)

Sociology (12 ECTS) Introduction to sociology
Social processes and institutions

Law (12 ECTS) Basics of law and the person
State organization and law

Statistics (6 ECTS) Statistics applied to social sciences

Psychology (6 ECTS) Introduction to psychology (6 ECTS)

Economics (6 ECTS) Introduction to economics

Political Science (6 
ECTS)

Introduction to political science

Anthropology (6 ECTS) Social and cultural anthropology

Philosophy (6 ECTS)
Social and cultural philosophy
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COMPLUSORY (144 
ECTS)

AREAS SUBJECTS

Module of 
Compulsory 
Subjects (90 ECTS)

Methods, models and strategies in social 
work (12 ECTS)

•Theoretical basis for social work (6 ECTS)
•Methdological basis for social work (6 ECTS)

Medical, psychological and sociological
basis for social work (24 ECTS)

•Behavior in its context (6 ECTS)
•Fundaments of medicine and public health (6 ECTS)
•Methods and technics of social research (6 ECTS)
•Social interaction: basis (6 ECTS)

Social work with individuals, groups, 
families, and communities (30 ECTS)

•Social work with groups: fundamentals (6 ECTS)
•Methodology of intervention in social work with groups (6 
ECTS)
•Case social work (6 ECTS)
•Social work with families (6 ECTS)
•Social work with communities (6 ECTS

The institutional context for social work: 
State structure, planning and 
management of social services (24 
ECTS)

•Institutional context of social work (6 ECTS)
•Structure of social services in Spain and Europe (6 ECTS)
•Organization, management and planning of social services (6 
ECTS)
•Social policies and social work (6 ECTS)

Practicum external 
professional practice Work/learning in the practice centre

Academic supervision

Degree Thesis
(12 ECTS)

Student’s own work (individual work) under academic supervision
3 kinds of D.T.:

General
Specific (e.g. VIRCAMP)
Related to the Practicum
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Elective subjects
(144 ECTS)

AREAS SUBJECTS

Module 1 
Contexts of 
intervention
for social work
(72 ECTS)

Social intervention with disabled and 
dependent people (18 ECTS)

Dependency: Ageing and disabled people (6 ECTS)
Psychology of ageing and dependency (6 ECTS)
Medical basis of disability (6 ECTS)

Medical, psychological and sociological basis
for social work (24 ECTS)

Social work and sociocultural diversity (6 ECTS)
Sociology of migrations and inter-ethnic relations (6 ECTS)
Development cooperation and social work (6 ECTS)

The gender perspective in social intervention
(12 ECTS)

Gender relations in contemporary societies (6 ECTS)
Social work from a gender perspective (6 ECTS)

Social intervention with children and families
(12 ECTS) Social work with children and adolescents (6 ECTS)

Family and minor law (6 ECTS)

Social intervention in the context of a wellfare
system (12 ECTS)

Social work in the context of health systems (6 ECTS)
Educational system and social work (6 ECTS)

Module 2 
Dimensions
and strategies
of intervention
for social work
(48 ECTS)

Social exclusion (18 ECTS) New faces of inequality in contemporary societies (6 ECTS)
History of social exclusion (6ECTS)
Labour market (6 ECTS)

Elements of philosophy, psychology and social 
psychology for social work intervention (18 
ECTS)

Psychology and mental health (6 ECTS)
Group behaviour and social intervention (6 ECTS)
Éthics and deontology for social work (6 ECTS)

Mediation as a tool for social work (12 ECTS) Social work and mediation (6 ECTS)
Mediation: a model for conflict resolution (6 ECTS)

Module 3 
VIRCAMP

Social work in Europe (36 ECTS) Social Work in Europe: similarities and differences (6 ECTS)
Comparative social work: A European perspective on core aspects of 
social work (12 ECTS)
Community work and community development from an international 
and comparative perspective (18 ECTS)
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Planning of Subjects

Term
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Core, Compulsory, Elective,  Practicum, D.T.
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Future Situation
• More research on social work
• More internationalization: 
– More Erasmus mobility
– International week.
– Courses in English (More tan minor: 30 credits)
– Conferences
– Improve English level of students and teachers


